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The Role of Art Education in Enhancing Creative and Critical
Thinking Methods in Basic Education in Singapore: A Case Study

Dr. Noha Tawfig Abdullah Ali Farfour

Abstract

~The current research focused on conducting a case study of the
Singaporean experience to identify the role of art education in
enhancing creative and critical thinking skills in basic education, The
researcher adopted the descriptive-analytical approach and content
analysis method, drawing on primary official documents issued by the
Ministry of Education in Singapore, These documents include the art
education curriculum for the stages of basic education (primary stage,
lower secondary stage, upper secondary stage), optional programs,
and specialized training and education pathways for artistically gifted
students.The study also analyzed performance indicators for a sample
of students from 75 basic education schools participating in
international tests for creative and critical thinking, as well as the
Programme for International Student Assessment ?PISA) under the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
which aims to evaluate students’ skills worldwide,These results are
published on the official platforms of the Ministry of Education in
Singapore.The study's findings identified the role of art education,
which centers on the art education curricula in all its elements
(general philosophy, general, stage-specific, and procedural
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objectives, skill and knowledge content, learning outcomes, teaching
methods, and optional study tracks for artistically gifted students),
The study recommends leveraging this approach to develop current
art education curricula to enhance various thinking skills in basic
education stages. ) _ _ _ N
Keywords: Art Education; Basic Education; Creative and Critical
Thinking.
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