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The Rhetorical Structures of Declarative and Interrogative
Sentences: An Applied Study on Surah Al-Bagarah

Dr. Kawthar Othman Musaed Mohammed

Abstract

— It is well known that the Holy Qur’an was revealed “in a clear
Arabic tongue” [ASh-Shu‘ara: 195] challenging the masters of
eloquence, rhetoric, and expression: “And if you are in doubt about
what We have sent down upon Our Servant, then produce a surah like
it and call uI:)on your witnesses other than Allah, if you should be
truthful” [A Baqarah 23]. One of the most crucial keys to
understanding the Qur’an and interpreting its objectives is the science
of rhetoric, particularly the rhetorical structures of declarative and
mterrogatlve sentences. A declarative structure may appear in its
wording and outward expression as a statement but, in its rhetorical
meaning and implicit connotation, may function as an interrogative or
expressive statement, a distinction that becomes clear upon reflecting
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on the context and nuances of meaning. The reverse is also true,
forming a highly eloquent rhetorical style observable in the structures
of declarative and interrogative sentences and their intended
implications. This research demonstrates that the Qur’an—
particularly Surah Al-Bagarah—contains profound meanings and
rhetorical implications in its structures, which can only be fully
grasped through a meticulous study of context and semantics. This
highlights the Qur'an’s miraculous nature and its timeless ability to
address contemﬁorary issues, persuade audiences, and captivate
listeners through the beauty of its language and the depth of its
meaning.The study defines its key terminologies, explains the concepts
of semantics, and outlines declarative and interrogative sentences and
their types, before exploring rhetorical structures through an applied
analysis of Surah Al-Bagarah. It concludes with significant findings
and recommendations, including the idea that studying Qur'anic
imagery within rhetorical structures opens multiple dimensions of
perception, encompassing abstract thought, sensory depictions from
reality, and vivid, observable scenes—as exemplified in the verse:
“Their example is that of one who kindled a fire, but when it
illuminated what was around him, Allah took away their light and left
them in darkness so they could not see” [Al-Bagarah: 17]. The
presence of rhetorical structures where declarative sentences convey
an interrogative meaning and vice versa offers remarkable
connotations and invaluable rhetorical insights that defy enumeration.
Among the ke?/ recommendations of this study is a call for linguists,
rhetoric scholars, and academic institutions to invest in scientific
programs and conferences aimed at developing a comprehensive
rhetorical encyclopedia. This initiative would establish a theoretical
framework for rhetorical structures, unveiling the beauty and hidden
meanings embedded within rhetorical comgosnions.

Keywords: Rhetorical Structures — Semantics — Rhetoric -
Rhetorical Composition — Surah Al-Bagarah
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