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Online Newspapers' Treatment of Sports News and Their
Relationship to Sports Fanaticism in Saudi Arabia:
Analysis of Treatment Frameworks and Recommendations
for Improving Media Practices

Dr: ABDULLAH MOHAMMAD A MAQBUL

Abstract:

Sports is a vital field that receives attention and care
from governments and institutions, given the large segment
of the population's interest in this field, the majority of
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whom are young people who are more driven and
enthusiastic than other segments of society. Therefore, the
phenomenon of fanaticism emerges as a negative
phenomenon that requires study. This prompted this paper
to examine the frameworks used by Saudi online
newspapers to treat sports news, applying it to the online
newspaper (Saudi Sport) in its coverage of sports news
related to the Saudi clubs Al-Hilal and Al-Ittihad, and the
impact this has on the phenomenon of sports fanaticism.
This paper analyzes the content of a sample of the targeted
online newspaper (1,406 items representing all media
articles published related to the two clubs in 2024). Sports
fanaticism is a problem in society, and therefore, whether
the targeted online newspaper can help reduce or
exacerbate the phenomenon? The study also highlights
several recommendations directed at journalists to adopt
coverage methods that enhance sportsmanship and reduce
crowd tension.

Keywords: Electronic newspapers - Sports news - Media
frameworks - Sports clubs - Sports fanaticism.
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