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The effectiveness of using professional learning communities in
developing reflective thinking skills, creative teaching and attitudes
towards them among female home economics teachers at the
preparatory stage

Dr. Sherine Shams EI-Din Abdel-Qawy EI-Marakby

Abstract

o

The current research aimed to wuse professional learning
communities in training female student teachers specializing in home
economics at the preparatory level, and to study their effectiveness in
developing reflective thinking skills, creative teaching skills, and
attitudes toward them. The research relied on an experimental
approach, employing a quasi-experimental design with two groups:
experimental and control (pre-post). A reflective thinking test was
prepared, consisting of 28 items covering the skills of (observation,
detecting fallacies, building inferences, providing convincing
explanations, and proposing solutions). A creative teaching skills
observation card was also prepared, including 32 items covering the
skills of (designing creative lesson plans, designing creative activities
and experiences, managing the classroom using creative methods, and
authentic assessment using creative methods). An attitude scale was
also prepared, including 22 items. The validity and reliability of the
tools were measured.The research sample consisted of (68) student
teachers, randomly selected from seven schools affiliated with the
Field Education Program of the Cairo Governorate Education
Directorate. The two groups were subjected to pre-test to examine the
equivalence of the two groups, followed by the experimental group
being subjected to training using professional learning communities,
while the control group was subjected to usual training. Finally, both
groups were subjected to post-test. The results of the research showed
statistically significant differences at the (0.01) level between the
average of the female student teachers in the control group and the
experimental group for reflective thinking skills as a whole and for
each sub-skill separately, creative teaching skills in general and for
each skill separately, as well as the attitude scale, in favor of the
experimental group. The results of the research also showed a
positive correlation between the scores of the female student teachers
in reflective thinking skills, creative teaching skills, and attitudes. The
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results of the research indicated the significant effectiveness of
professional learning communities (the independent variable) in
developing reflective thinking skills, creative teaching skills, and
attitudes. Considering the findings, the research recommended the
need to train home economics teachers and supervisors on the
Professional Learning Communities approach, as it is a
contemporary method for teacher professional development. It also
recommended developing reflective thinking skills and creative
teaching skills, and improving student teachers' attitudes toward these
skills, which would be reflected in improved educational outcomes in
home economics courses at the preparatory level.

Keywords: Reflective thinking, creative teaching, attitudes,
professional learning community.
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